( ) The preservation of this barrier system is due to the stable sea level in this area. The sea level has been constant for the past years, and has led to the development of oyster reefs on the tidal flood delta. ( ) The current topographically distinctive barrier system has been affected by sudden uplifts associated with giant earthquakes. These events occur every few hundred years, with the barrier undergoing prolonged but relatively rapid post-earthquake subsidence at about cm/year, as observed after a giant th century earthquake.
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